Home Team

A. The designated home team is listed on the official OCWSL game schedule.
B. The home team is responsible for providing a ball, nets, and corner flags. Failure of the home team to perform these responsibilities results in forfeiture by that home team.
C. The home team playing the first game on a field is responsible for getting nets to the field. The home team playing the last game on a field is responsible for returning the nets to their league designated location. Both teams playing the first game on a field will be responsible for putting up the nets and corner flags. Both teams playing the last game on a field will be responsible for taking the nets and corner flags down.
D. If only one game is played on a field then the home team is responsible for getting the nets and corner flags to the field, and the visiting team is responsible for returning. Both teams playing are responsible for putting up and taking down equipment.

Referees

A. Referees will be scheduled by the referee association’s governing body.

B. Fees for each game shall be paid by OCWSL.
C. Referees shall be responsible for maintaining control of the game and enforce all standing rules and bylaws of OCWSL.
D. The referee has the authority to enforce the laws of the game before, during and after the game until he/she leaves the area.
E. The decisions of the referees are final.
F. At least fifteen (15) minutes prior to each game, a representative of each team shall give to the referee a completed OCWSL game card and valid OCWSL-issued I.D. cards for all players participating in that game. Any player not in possession of a valid OCWSL-issued I.D. card at the field will not be allowed to play. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Suspended Game Guidelines

A. Games may be suspended in case of foul weather or other extenuating circumstances at the discretion of the referee or OCWSL Executive Board.
B. If suspended for foul weather before the start of the second half, the game shall be replayed if necessary, depending upon team division standings at the end of the season.
C. If suspended after the start of the second half, the game shall be considered a full game.
D. If suspended because an ejected player, coach, manager, or spectator refuses to leave the field as directed by and to the satisfaction of the referee, the referee shall terminate the game. The Disciplinary Committee must decide upon forfeiture or replay.

Cancellations

A. The Executive Board shall cancel all league games if significant rain falls within 14 hours of game time, if persistent rain has soaked the fields, and/or if one or more field owners/authorities has given notice that fields are not to be used due to inclement weather. Call the league’s hotline for updates by 7:15 am on the date the game will be played.
B. If a permitting agency revokes OCWSL’s permit for a field, every attempt will be made to notify the teams affected of resulting changes to their schedule.
C. The referee is the only authority who can cancel a game, unless the league has given notice prior to the start of the game.
D. At the field, the referee is responsible for deciding whether or not games are to be canceled due to rain or poor field conditions.
E. Cancelled games will be rescheduled as deemed necessary by the Executive Board. Make up games for rain days will be played after the regular season scheduled games, fields permitting.
F. If either team is unable to play at the rescheduled time, the game will be forfeited and points awarded accordingly.

Forfeitures

A. If a team forfeits a game, without a minimum two (2) week notification to the scheduler, an $95.00 fine will be assessed. If a team forfeits a game after the first half of the scheduled game, a $50.00 fine will be assessed.
B. There will be a ten (10) minute waiting period before a game forfeiture is enforced at the field. This grace period is meant to provide the team that is in the forfeiting position time to correct the reason for forfeiture, e.g., insufficient players, missing game equipment, missing I.D. cards, etc.
C. A team shall field seven (7) eligible players or forfeit the game.
D. If both teams have less than seven (7) players, upon their mutual agreement they can play or cancel the game. If the game is cancelled, it shall not be rescheduled, and no games points shall be awarded to either team.
E. All forfeitures shall result in the opposing team being awarded a win and receive three (3) points.
F. Fines assessed from game forfeitures will not be deducted from a team’s security deposit. In accordance with the bylaws these fines must be paid in full within 30 days of the forfeiture. If the offending team fails to pay the fines by that day, the team will be ineligible to play any subsequent games until the fines are paid in full.
G. During the Spring Season, any team incurring three (3) forfeits will be removed from the schedule for the remainder of the season.

Yellow Cards  

Yellow cards will follow FIFA rules with the following exception:

A. The accumulation of three (3) yellow cards to the same person in one (1) season is equivalent to one non-violent red card and shall be disciplined as such.

Red Cards

A. A red carded coach must leave the grounds.
B. A red carded player must leave the field of play and cannot be substituted.
C. A red carded player or coach shall be excluded from the next played game, be it a game in the current season or the first game of the next season.
D. The accumulation of 2 red cards to the same person in one (1) season shall result in that player’s suspension for the next three (3) played games.

Violent Cards

A. A player who receives a violent red card shall be excluded from the next two (2) played games.
B. A player who receives a violent red card shall be placed on probation for the remainder of the season.
C. Players and/or coaches shall be fined $50.00 for each violent red card. The fine shall not be deducted from the team’s security deposit and shall be paid within 30 days of the infraction.
D. The accumulation of 2 violent red cards shall result in suspension for the remainder of the current season and the next season.

All Cards

A. Misconduct of any kind may be reviewed and penalized by the Disciplinary Committee.
B. The accumulation of cards shall be penalized as referenced above. It is the team’s responsibility to track the accumulation of yellow cards by its players. If the player and/or coach player participates in the next played game, she/he shall be fined $50.00 and their team shall forfeit that game.
C. It is within the referees’ jurisdiction to card a player or coach before, during, and after the game. The areas of jurisdiction include, but are not limited to, the field, adjoining areas, and parking lots.
D. All yellow and/or red cards are final with no protests.
E. Any team accumulating ten (10) cards (i.e., yellow or red) in a season shall be brought before the Disciplinary Committee and subject to a penalty to be determined (i.e., fines, points taken away, suspension, etc.) on a case by case basis.

Game Protesting Procedure

A. The protesting team announces to the other team and the referees to leaving the field of play that it is protesting the game and shall also note protest on the game card.
B. The protesting team’s representative notifies one of the Vice Presidents verbally within twenty-four (24) hours of the game that has been protested. Once notified, the Vice President shall notify the other team of the protest.
C. A $25.00 deposit must be posted with the Disciplinary Chairperson along with a written explanation of the protest within seventy-two (72) hours.
D. The Disciplinary Committee will hear protests within one (1) month of the protested game and all decisions are final.

Slide Tackling

A. Slide tackling is not permitted in the 30, 40 and 50 divisions.
B. Slide tackling is permitted in OCWSL’s 18 divisions, provided that all of the following occur DURING THE COURSE OF THE TACKLE:

· The tackle must begin and end within the peripheral vision of the person tackled.

· The person tackling must have her feet and legs in a downward position.

· The tackler must slide toward the ball. Initial contact must be made with the ball.

C. The penalty for a violation is at the discretion of the referee. Cards for slide tackling are not protestable.
